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“They are a huge generation of impatient, 
experiential learners, digital natives, 
multitaskers, and gamers who love the 
flat, networked world and expect 
nomadic connectivity, 24x7.  More 
importantly they are demanding 
consumers who expect more selectivity, 
personalization and customization in 
their products and services.  They are 
the Millennials (a.k.a. NextGen, GenY, C 
Generation, M Generation, and Echo 
Boomers), the generation born 1979 
though 1994” (Sweeny, 2006).

Who are the Who are the MillennialsMillennials??

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=at7i8xh19pw


Core Traits of Core Traits of MillennialsMillennials

Special, ShelteredSpecial, Sheltered
Hopeful, Optimistic, and CivicHopeful, Optimistic, and Civic--MindedMinded
ConfidentConfident
TeamTeam--Oriented and Collaborative (looking for a Oriented and Collaborative (looking for a 
collective identity more than an individual one)collective identity more than an individual one)
PracticalPractical
Goal and AchievementGoal and Achievement--Oriented Oriented 
PressuredPressured
TechnologicallyTechnologically--Shaped Shaped 



Core Traits of Park UniversityCore Traits of Park University

Small class sizes and individualized attentionSmall class sizes and individualized attention
WellWell--established student services and campus established student services and campus 
involvement opportunitiesinvolvement opportunities
Opportunities to develop relationships with Opportunities to develop relationships with 
facultyfaculty
Proximity to urban and rural areasProximity to urban and rural areas
A focus on civic engagement A focus on civic engagement 
Diverse, international communityDiverse, international community
TechnologyTechnology--friendlyfriendly



The New Backpack The New Backpack 
Cell phoneCell phone
Digital cameraDigital camera
Internet accessInternet access
Online Online 
calendar/plannercalendar/planner
Unlimited textingUnlimited texting
Instant messagingInstant messaging
GPS navigationGPS navigation
MP3 playerMP3 player

Video playerVideo player
Voice recorderVoice recorder
Games & Games & 
downloadable appsdownloadable apps
Address bookAddress book



Prioritizing LearningPrioritizing Learning

Tools must enhance learning outcomesTools must enhance learning outcomes
Training and access issues must be Training and access issues must be 
consideredconsidered
Technology applications should increase Technology applications should increase 
active learning and student engagement, active learning and student engagement, 
thereby appealing to thereby appealing to all all learnerslearners
Learning results from active construction Learning results from active construction 
of knowledge rather than passive of knowledge rather than passive 
consumptionconsumption



Podcasts, Webcasts, Digital EditingPodcasts, Webcasts, Digital Editing

Assignment: Create a 15 second radio Assignment: Create a 15 second radio 
spot to advertise a product of your spot to advertise a product of your 
choosing. Integrate the marketing choosing. Integrate the marketing 
principles discussed in Chapter 10. All principles discussed in Chapter 10. All 
radio spots will be aired and discussed in radio spots will be aired and discussed in 
class. Be prepared to defend the class. Be prepared to defend the 
effectiveness of your ad.effectiveness of your ad.
Tool: Tool: 



Blogs, Wikis, and Collaborative Blogs, Wikis, and Collaborative 
AuthoringAuthoring

Assignment: Construct your own blog to reflect Assignment: Construct your own blog to reflect 
and react to the readings and class discussions and react to the readings and class discussions 
this term/semester. For each reading this term/semester. For each reading 
assignment, post your initial reactions/responses assignment, post your initial reactions/responses 
and at least two web resources that could be and at least two web resources that could be 
helpful to other students. At the end of the helpful to other students. At the end of the 
term/semester, you will be asked to write a term/semester, you will be asked to write a 
reflective essay about the evolution of your reflective essay about the evolution of your 
thinking/learning from this course. thinking/learning from this course. 
Tools: Tools: 



Blogs, Wikis, and Collaborative Blogs, Wikis, and Collaborative 
Authoring (cont)Authoring (cont)

Assignment: With one other peer from the Assignment: With one other peer from the 
course, create a business proposal to course, create a business proposal to 
present to a potential donor for startpresent to a potential donor for start--up up 
funds. When your plan is completed, take funds. When your plan is completed, take 
it one step further by designing the splash it one step further by designing the splash 
page of your future website.page of your future website.
Tools: Tools: 



Simulations and GamingSimulations and Gaming

Assignment: Create an avatar in Assignment: Create an avatar in 
SecondLifeSecondLife in order to investigate the in order to investigate the 
commerce structures and economic trends commerce structures and economic trends 
in virtual realities. Using principles from in virtual realities. Using principles from 
Chapter 2, prepare an analysis of the Chapter 2, prepare an analysis of the 
parallels between parallels between SecondLifeSecondLife and current and current 
American economic trends.American economic trends.

http://secondlife.com/showcase/education/
http://secondlife.com/
http://secondlife.com/


Variety of the Spice of LifeVariety of the Spice of Life
Web Quests

Online Presentation

Audio Files

Discussion Boards

Collaborative 
Authoring

Simulations

Digital Video
Blogs

Website Creation

Chat Rooms

Group Projects

Student-Led 
Debate

Online Surveys

Podcasts 



The Future: Social Learning The Future: Social Learning 
NetworksNetworks

Centre for Learning and Performance Technologies



Engaging Technology Engaging Technology withwith LearnersLearners

Technology rapidly changes Technology rapidly changes 
Recognize and tap learnersRecognize and tap learners’’ expertiseexpertise
Survey students about top five or top ten Survey students about top five or top ten 
learning toolslearning tools
–– What search engines do you find most helpful?What search engines do you find most helpful?
–– How do you organize notes and prepare for exams How do you organize notes and prepare for exams 

using technology?using technology?
–– When working on group projects, what technologies When working on group projects, what technologies 

do you turn to?do you turn to?
–– What technologies can you What technologies can you notnot live without?live without?
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