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Boyer (1990) does not define SoTL per se but, rather, discusses characteristics or
aspects of the scholarship of teaching. For example, he writes “As a scholarly
enterprise, teaching begins with what the teacher knows... Pedagogical procedures
must be carefully planned, continuously examined, and relate directly to the subject
taught.” Many, today, would refer to this conception of the scholarship of teaching as
scholarly teaching.

At Illinois State University, we have agreed (1998) to conceptualize SoTL as
“systematic reflection on teaching and learning made public.”

In 1999, Hutchings and Shulman argued, “A scholarship of teaching is not
synonymous with excellent teaching. It requires a kind of ""going meta," in which
faculty frame and systematically investigate questions related to student learning—
the conditions under which it occurs, what it looks like, how to deepen it, and so
forth—and do so with an eye not only to improving their own classroom but to
advancing practice beyond it.” And, “The scholarship or teaching is integrating the
experience of teaching with the scholarship of research. It is the ongoing and
cumulative intellectual inquiry, through systematic observations and ongoing
investigations by faculty, into the nature of learning and the impact of teaching on
|

Martin, Benjamin, Prosser, and Trigwell (1999) argue that the scholarship of
teaching is three related activities: engagement with the existing knowledge on
teaching and learning, self-reflection on teaching and learning in ones discipline,
and public sharing of ideas about teaching and learning within the discipline.

Kreber and Cranton (2000) view SoTL as “ongoing learning about teaching
and the demonstration of such knowledge.”

In his 2000 paper, Healey states, “The scholarship of teaching shares these
characteristics of excellent and scholarly teaching, but, in addition, involves
communicating and disseminating about the teaching and learning practices of
one’s subject. It also entails investigating questions related to how students learn
within a discipline.”






