English Comprehensive Exams—Academic Year 11-12
_______________________________________________________
Literature Concentration Majors--English Comprehensive Exam Subject Areas
You must choose one category (A or B or C) from EACH of the three areas.

Area I
(Choose one category; each category will have introductory/theoretical/contextual material to accompany the readings.)

A. Medieval: dawn of time—1500 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:
· The Longman Anthology of British Literature, vol. 1A, pp. 3-26 
Texts:
· Beowulf (in translation) [ Note:  recommended translation: Howell Chickering][ Note:  not recommended : Burton Raffel, Seamus Heaney] 
· Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (in translation)[ Note: recommended translations:  Marie Boroff, J.R.R. Tolkien] 
· Chaucer, The Parliament of Fowls 
· Malory, Le Morte Darthur, “The Tale of King Arthur,” “The Tale of Sir Lancelot” (use an edition based on the Eugene Vinaver text) 
B. Renaissance: 1500—1670 

Texts:
· Sir Philip Sidney, The Defense of Poesie
· Christopher Marlowe, “The Passionate Shepherd to his Love”

· Sir Walter Ralegh, “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd”

· Michael Drayton, “The Battle of Agincourt,” from England’s Heroicall Epistles (1597)

· William Shakespeare, Henry V
· Steven Marx, “Holy War in Henry Fifth.”  This can be found online at 

http://cla.calpoly.edu/~smarx/Publications/henry.html 


Students should be able to explain what is happening in literature of the Renaissance that makes it different from other literature, including the milieu out of which it arises.  What are these writers trying to do?  What events and forces are driving the new world view?  What key events in other fields of human endeavor affect the literature?

C. Restoration and 18th Century 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:

· The Longman Anthology of British Literature, vol. 1C, pp. 2121-2144 
Texts: 

· Defoe, Moll Flanders 
· Pope, The Rape of the Lock 
· Wycherley, The Country Wife 
· Goldsmith, She Stoops to Conquer 
 _______________________________________________________________________

Area II
(Choose one category; each category will have introductory/theoretical/contextual material to accompany the readings.)

A.  19th Century British and American 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary: (on reserve after August 15)
· Belasco, Susan, and Linck Johnson. “Literature for a New Nation.” The Bedford Anthology of American Literature. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. 

            467 – 475.
· Belasco, Susan, and Linck Johnson. “American Literature: 1830-1865.” The Bedford Anthology of American Literature. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. 

            588 – 616.
· Henderson, Heather, and William Sharpe. “The Victorian Age.” The Longman 

            Anthology of British Literature. 3rd ed. New York: Pearson/Longman, 2006.
            1099 – 1122.
Electronic sources:
http://web.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap3/CHAP3.HTML 
http://web.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap4/CHAP4.HTML 
http://www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~matsuoka/19th-authors.html 
 
Scholars should locate and read brief biographies of each author.
Texts:
· Frankenstein – Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 

· A Defence of Poetry – Percy Bysshe Shelley (readily available online) 

· “The Function of Criticism at the Present Time – Matthew Arnold (readily available online) 

· “Rip Van Winkle “ – Washington Irving (readily available online) 
· “A White Heron” – Sarah Orne Jewett (readily available online) 

· “Nature” excerpts from Chapter IV - VIII – Ralph Waldo Emerson (available in the library on reserve after August 15) 

B.  Modern Literature: 1900-1945 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:

· The Cambridge Companion to Modernism ed. by Michael Levenson pp. 1—32.
Texts:
· Ernest Hemingway: “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” and “The Big Two-Hearted River, Part I and II”

· Virginia Woolf: Mrs. Dalloway

· James Jocye: “The Dead”
· T.S. Eliot: “Four Quartets”
· Zora Neale Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God

· Marianne Moore: “Poetry” ; “Critics and connoisseurs” ; “What Are Years?”
C. Contemporary: 1945—present 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:

· Hoberek, Andrew. "Introduction: After Postmodernism." Twentieth Century Literature 53.3 (Fall 2007): 233-247.
· “American Literature since 1945” in The Bedford Anthology of American Literature: Volume II: 1865 to the Present eds. Susan Belasco and Linck Johnson, 2008. pp.1038—1078.

Texts:

· Kurt Vonnegut: Slaughterhouse Five

· Elizabeth Strout:  Olive Kitteridge

· Flannery O’Connor: “The Life You Save May Be Your Own”
· Toni Morrison: The Bluest Eye

· Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman

· William Stafford: “Traveling Through the Dark”; “At the Bomb Testing Site”; “Humanities Lecture”
________________________________________________________________________

Area III
(Choose one category; each category will have introductory/theoretical/contextual material to accompany the readings.)

A. American Ethnic 
Texts:

· Familiarity with the information on the following website: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/intro.html
· Malcolm X: The Autobiography of Malcolm X—as told to Alex Haley

· Harriet A. Jacobs (Linda Brent): Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl-Written by Herself

· Toni Morrison: Beloved

· Willa Cather: My Antonia

· August Wilson: Fences

· Sandra Cisneros: The House on Mango Street

B. Women’s Literature 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary: (on reserve after August 15)
· Deshazer, Mary K. “Modernist Literature.” The Longman Anthology of Women’s Literature. New York: Longman, 2001. 1385 – 1400. 

· Deshazer, Mary K. “Contemporary Literature.” The Longman Anthology of Women’s Literature. New York: Longman, 2001. 1401 – 1418. 

 
Electronic Resources:
http://libraries.mit.edu/humanities/WomensStudies/Culture2.html
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/
 
Scholars should locate and read brief biographies of each author
 
Texts:
· Bronte, Emily: “I’m Happiest When Most Away” and “Stars”; (available online at www.poetryconnection.net ) 

· Virginia Woolf: “A Society” and “Kew Gardens” (available at http://www.bartleby.com/85/ ) 

· A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (excerpts) – Mary Wollstonecraft (available in the library on reserve after August 15) 

· Lord, Audre: “Uses of the Erotic: the Erotic as Power” (available on reserve in the library after August 15) 

· Doris Lessing: “An Old Woman and her Cat” 

· Sense and Sensibility: Jane Austen 

C. Literary Theory 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:
· Richter, David. “Introduction: The University, the Humanities, and the Province of Literature” and “Introduction: Interpretive Communities and Literary Meaning” in Falling into Theory. Boston: Bedford: St. Martin’s, 2000.

Texts: (on reserve after August 15)
Choose one of the following:
· Aristotle, From Poetics

· Samuel Johnson, From Preface to Shakespeare

· William Wordsworth, Preface to Lyrical Ballads
Choose one of the following:
· Sigmund Freud, The Dream-Work from The Interpretation of Dreams

· T.S. Eliot, Tradition and the Individual Talent 
· Northrop Frye, The Archetypes of Literature
Choose one of the following:
· Mikhail Bakhtin, Heteroglossia in the Novel from Discourse in the Novel

· Homi K. Bhaba, The Postcolonial and the Postmodern: The Question of Agency from Locations of Culture
· Linda Hutcheon, Theorizing the Postmodern: Toward a Poetics
Choose one of the following:
· Roland Barthes, The Death of the Author

· Michele Foucault, What is an Author? 
· Stanley Fish, How to Recognize a Poem When You See One
Choose one of the following:
· Terry Eagleton, From Marxism and Literary Criticism
· Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, Tradition and the Female Talent: Modernism and Masculinism
· Henry Louis Gates Jr., The Trope of the Talking Book from The Signifying Monkey
· Greenblatt, Stephen, Towards a Poetics of Culture
________________________________________________________________

Writing Concentration Majors--English Comprehensive Exam Subject Areas

You must choose one category (A or B or C) from EACH of the two Writing areas and one category from the Literature areas.
Area I
(Choose one category; each category will have introductory/theoretical/contextual material to accompany the readings.)

A. Classical Rhetoric 
Introductory Reading/Critical Commentary:

· Corbett, Edward P.J., and Robert J. Connors, eds. “A Brief Explanation of Classical Rhetoric.” Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1999. 
15-16. 

· Bizzell, Patricia, and Bruce Herzberg, eds. Introduction. The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical Times to the Present. 2nd Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2001. 1-36.

Texts: 

Readings from Bizzell and Herzberg’s anthology, The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical Times to the Present

· From Dissoi Logoi (Anon)

· From Gorgias (Plato)

· From Phadedrus (Plato) 
· From Rhetoric (Aristotle) 
· From Institutes of Oratory (Quintilian)   
Readings from Corbett and Connors’ Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student
· “The Five Canons of Rhetoric” 
· “The Three Kinds of Persuasive Discourse” 
· “The Relevance and Importance of Rhetoric for Our Times” 

B. Modern and Postmodern Rhetoric 
Texts:
· Richard Ohmann, “Generative Grammars and the Concept of Literary Style.” Word 20 (1964): 424-39.  Reprinted in Donald C. Freeman, ed., Linguistics and Literary Style.  New York: Holt, 1970.
· Walter Ong, Orality and Literacy: Technologizing the Word

· Stanley Fish, “Rhetoric” in Doing What Comes Naturally, pp. 471-502

· Robin Lakoff, Talking Power: The Politics of Language
C. Women’s Rhetorical Tradition 
Introductory Material/Critical Commentary:

· Lunsford, Andrea. Introduction. “On Reclaiming Rhetorica.” Reclaiming Rhetorica: Women in the Rhetorical Tradition. Pittsburgh: U of Pittsburgh P, 1995. 3-8.

Texts: 

Readings from Bizzell and Herzberg’s anthology, The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical Times to the Present
· Encomium of Helen (Gorgias in Bizzell and Herzberg anthology), 
· “Biography of Aspasia” (Bizzell and Herzberg)
· From “Woman and Temperance” (Frances Willard)
· From “Professions for Women” and “Women and Fiction” (Virginia Woolf)

Readings from Lunsford’s anthology Reclaiming Rhetorica: Women in the Rhetorical Tradition

· “Daring to Dialogue: Mary Wollstonecraft’s Rhetoric of Feminist Dialogics” 
(Jamie Barlowe)
· “Sojourner Truth: A Practical Public Discourse” (Drema Lipscomb)
· “Julia Kristeva: Rhetoric and the Woman as Stranger” (Suzanne Clark)

_____________________________________________________________________________

Area II
(Choose one category; each category will have introductory/theoretical/contextual material to accompany the readings.)

A. Theories of Composing 
Introductory Material/Critical Commentary:

· Miller, Susan, ed. Norton Anthology of Composition Studies. Introduction. New York: Norton, 2008.

Texts:

Unless otherwise indicated, these readings are from Miller’s anthology, Norton Anthology of Composition Studies


· Parker, William Riley. “Where Do English Departments Come From?” 
· Fulkerson, Richard. “Four Philosophies of Composition.”
· Perelman, Chaim. “The Social Contexts of Argumentation.”

· Williams, Joseph. “The Phenomenology of Error.”

· Flower, Linda and John R. Hayes. “The Cognition of Discovery: Defining a Rhetorical Problem.”

· Howard, Rebecca Moore. “Sexuality, Textuality: The Cultural Work of Plagiarism.”

· Giltrow, Janet. “Legends of the Center: System, Self, and Linguistic Consciousness.”
B. Nonfiction Prose 
Texts:
· Orwell, George. The Road to Wigan Pier. New York and London: Harvest, 1958. (Concentrate on Part I, but be familiar with the themes of Part II).

· Lopate, Philip. “Introduction.” In The Art of the Personal Essay: An Anthology from The Classical Era to the Present. Ed., Philip Lopate. New York: Anchor Books, 1995: xiii-liv.

· From Lopate, Phillip, The Art of the Personal Essay:

· Richard Steele, “An Hour or Two Sacred to Sorrow”

· Samuel Johnson, “The Boarding House”

· Adrienne Rich, “Split at the Root”

· Dillard, Annie. “Introduction” to In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction, ed. Lee Gutkind.

C. Autobiography and Life Writing 
Texts:

· Adams, Henry. The Education of Henry Adams. Emphasis on chapters 1-20; 25.

· St. Augustine. The Confessions of St. Augustine. Emphasis on chapters 1-4; 8.

· Wordsworth, Dorothy. The Alfoxden and Grasmere Diaries.
· Stein, Gertrude. The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas.

· Ehnnen, Jill. “Writing against, Writing through: Subjectivity, Vocation, and Authorship in the Work of Dorothy Wordsworth.” South Atlantic Review. Vol. 64, no 1 (Winter 1999): 72-90. Available on Jstor. 

· Lesser, Wayne. “Criticism, Literary History, and the Paradigm: The Education of Henry Adams.” PMLA, vol. 79, no. 3 ( May 1982): 378-394. Available on Jstor.

· Smith, Sidonie and Julia Watson. Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives. Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota Press, 2001. Read chapters 1-4 and 10.

· Will, Barbara. “From ‘Genius’ to Celebrity: The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas and Everybody’s Autobiography” in Gertrude Stein, Modernism, and The Problem of “Genius.” Edinburgh: Edinburgh UP, 2000: Part I: 133-146.
 

