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ASP.NET 3.5 USING VISUAL STUDIO 2008 TUTORIAL
(updated: 7/26/09)

GETTING AN ACCOUNT WITH A WEB SERVER:

Park’s ITS (Information Technology Services) department provides a web server computer named kidd that you can use for your web programming classes. If you’d like to use kidd for this class, you’ll need to create a personal account on kidd and a password-protected cs322 folder within your account. You will need password protection because if you don’t have it, you will run the risk of someone stealing your homework answers and then you will be severely penalized (even though you are unaware of the other person’s illicit behavior).
To create your password-protected cs322 folder on kidd, go to http://kidd.park.edu. Once there, click on the Request a Web Site link. On the next page, log in. On the next page, select the kidd server. Fill out the form.
Your account might be created immediately or it might take up to four business days. To find out your account’s username and password, go to http://kidd.park.edu/username.aspx. You'll need that information in order to upload your files to the web server and also to view your uploaded web pages over the Internet. If you have questions about Park's web server, contact kidd webmaster Scott Davis at scott.davis@park.edu.
If you’d prefer to not use Park’s web server and you already have an account with an Internet Service Provider (ISP), ask your ISP whether they can provide web-hosting services.
As another alternative, you’re welcome to search for web service providers on your own. You may want to check out this web site to see reviews of free and inexpensive web service providers:

http://100best-free-web-space.com/
No matter what web service provider you choose, you’ll need to obtain this information:

· The URL for the site that will receive your uploaded web files.

· Your web-server home-page folder; this is the folder that contains all of your web site's files and subfolders.

· user name

· password

If you've already applied for a site on Park's kidd web server as described above, then you should know this information as a result of that application process, and it should look something like this:
web site URL: https://kidd.park.edu
home-page folder: your choice
user name: ######@park.edu, where ###### is replaced with your Park ID number.
password: your choice
If you don't yet have an account with a web server, for the purposes of getting through this tutorial right now, you can use a temporary account on Park's kidd web server. Here is the information for kidd's temporary accounts:

web site URL: https://kidd.park.edu
home-page folder: student_a, student_b, … student_z (pick one of the 26 folders)

user name: student_a, student_b, …, student_z (user name = home-page folder name)

password: a_student, b_student, …, z_student (password = reversed user name)
Note:

· If you and other people are doing this tutorial simultaneously, communicate among yourselves so that you choose unique accounts.

· Don't use the temporary accounts for anything other than this tutorial.
· The temporary accounts are periodically wiped clean.

· Uploads to the temporary accounts can be traced to the source, so you will be held accountable for any material that you upload. No hardcore pornography, please.
A home page is a web page that is considered to be a starting point for web navigation. A home-page folder is a folder that contains a home page. If you apply for an account on kidd, you'll be asked for a user name and your user name will be used for your home-page folder. My home-page folder is jdean.

VISUAL STUDIO 2008 BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

There are many different ways to upload web page documents to a web server. In this course, you are allowed to use any tools that you like to accomplish these tasks. Since our lab has Visual Studio 2008 and Visual Studio 2008 is popular in the web programming industry, I’ll describe how to use that tool. Although you may use tools other than Visual Studio 2008 for future homework assignments, you must use Visual Studio 2008 for this tutorial. You are responsible for knowing how to use Visual Studio 2008; i.e., I might ask you questions about it on the exams.

Park is a member of the Microsoft Development Network Academic Alliance (MSDNAA), and, as such, Park computer students are eligible to download many Microsoft products for free. See the Information and Computer Science (ICS) web site, http://www.park.edu/ics, for a link to the MSDNAA site. To download Visual Studio 2008, you’ll need to login using a password that you should have received in an email from Park ITS sometime within the past 6 months. If you can’t recall such an email, contact Park’s ITS help desk and ask for access to the MSDN Academic Alliance site.

TUTORIAL:

	Actions
	Supplemental Information

	Load Visual Studio 2008.


	

	Read Chapter 4 in MacDonald’s Beginning ASP.NET 3.5 in C# 2008.
	While reading, enter the specified commands into Visual Studio.

When you are asked to create a location for your new web site, specify a local cs322 folder. If you’re at home, “local” means your hard drive (e.g., c:\cs322). If you’re in a lab, “local” means your USB flash drive (e.g., e:\cs322).



	Before you create your web page, create a tutorial subfolder so you can store your web page in it.


	Within the Solution Explorer frame, right click on the cs322 folder, select New Folder, and then enter tutorial.



	Set coding-style preferences.
	In the Tools menu, select Options.

In the Options dialog window, make sure the Show all settings check box is checked.

In the options tree at the left, expand the Text Editor container. Inside the Text Editor container, expand the All Languages sub-container.

Click the Tabs option.

In the Tab size box, type 2.

In the Indent size box, type 2.

Make sure the Insert spaces radio button is checked.

Click OK to close the Options dialog window.



	Upload to your account on the kidd server.
	There are many ways to upload files to a web server. Many web developers use an external FTP tool like WS_FTP to perform the upload. In this tutorial, you’ll learn two techniques that are built into Visual Studio 2008.



	Copy your tutorial folder to kidd.
	If your local web site and your web server web site use the same folder name, feel free to use the Website menu’s Copy Web Site command.

In MacDonald’s Beginning ASP.NET 3.5 in C# 2008 book, read the “Copying a Website” section, pages 326-328. Follow the instructions to copy your tutorial folder to your account on kidd. Choose the Remote Web Server option, and specify https://kidd.park.edu/<your-account>/cs322 as the target of the copy operation (don’t forget the s in https).

View your uploaded web page in a browser window.



	Copy an updated version of your web page to kidd.
	The Copy Web Site command is folder-oriented and keeps track of prior file updates and deletions for a particular folder. Let’s now use an alternative technique for uploading to the web server. This technique is more “quick and dirty” and doesn’t bother to keep track of folder changes. 

Make a minor change to your local web page.

Perform an Open Web Site… command from the File menu. In the resulting Open Web Site dialog, select the Remote Site option. In the Web site location box, enter https://kidd.park.edu/<your-account>/cs322.

In Solution Explorer, right click the tutorial folder.

In the pop-up menu, select Add Existing Item… In the resulting dialog, select your local web page.

View your uploaded web page in a browser window.



	Download Ajax Control Toolkit.
	You won’t be asked to use the Ajax Control Toolkit until later in the course, but go ahead and take care of its installation now.

If you’re in one of Park’s computer labs, the Ajax Control Toolkit should already be installed and you can skip down to the “Verify that Ajax Control Toolkit is installed” step.

In a browser, go to http://www.asp.net/ajax and follow the links that lead you to an AJAX Control Toolkit download page. On that page, look for a download link that is compatible with ASP.NET 3.5 and that contains a dll (dynamic link library) file for the toolkit controls. There’s no need to download the file that contains the toolkit controls’ source code.



	Install Ajax Control Toolkit.
	After the download is done, use Windows Explorer to find the downloaded file. Since the downloaded file is in zip format, you'll need WinZip to unzip the files. If you don't know about WinZip, go to www.winzip.com.

After WinZip is installed, double click the toolkit download file to unzip it. In the interest of clarity, we recommend that you store the toolkit folders and files in an appropriately named folder. In the lab, that folder is named AjaxControlToolkitBinary. Before you unzip your zip file, examine your zip file’s contents to determine if the zip file’s contents will be unzipped by default in an appropriately named folder (such as AjaxControlToolkitBinary) or in your root folder (c:\). Specifically, look at the paths of the files in your zip file. When WinZip prompts you for the location of the extracted files, specify a new folder name (e.g., c:\ AjaxControlToolkitBinary) or your hard disk's root folder (e.g., c:\), depending on what you’ve found in your zip file.
After WinZip is installed, double click the toolkit download file to unzip it. When WinZip prompts you for the location of the extracted files, select your hard disk's root folder (e.g., c:\). WinZip will then automatically create an AjaxControlToolkitBinary folder in your root folder and store the toolkit files and subfolders in the AjaxControlToolkitBinary folder.


	Configure Ajax Control Toolkit.
	If Visual Studio’s toolbox is not already open, open it by clicking on the minimized Toolbox frame in the left or right margin area. If you can’t see the minimized Toolbox frame, select View / Toolbox.

Right click anywhere inside the Toolbox frame.

In the resulting pop-up menu, select Add Tab.

In the resulting new tab, type the name Ajax Toolkit and press enter.

Right click on the new Ajax Toolkit tab and select Choose Items from the pop-up menu.

In the Choose Toolbox Items dialog box, click Browse.

Find and select the AjaxControlToolkit.dll file (which should be in the AjaxControlToolkitBinary folder).

Click Open.

That should cause the toolkit’s controls to be inserted into the Choose Toolbox Items list with a check mark next to each one.

To add all the toolkit’s controls to the toolbox, click OK.



	Verify that Ajax Control Toolkit is installed.
	If the Visual Studio’s toolbox is not already open, open it.

You should see an Ajax Toolkit tab in the toolbox.

You should be able to expand the Ajax Toolkit tab and see quite a few controls inside it (for example, the Accordion control).




