Park University Summer Cultural Program 
Discovering America’s Heartland, 
2-week program: July 20 - August 4, 2009
Office of International Affairs and Education

Description of the Program

Park University offers students from around the world the opportunity to participate in a summer program designed to give students an overview of United States culture in the Midwest. 

The program will involve cultural activities for the students to improve their English language skills and expand their knowledge of the American way of life. 

Cultural and historic exposure will be provided by means of field trips to places of cultural and historic significance around the Kansas City area. These activities may include and are not limited to: the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, the Jazz Museum, The World War I Museum, Royals baseball game, etc. The program will also include a trip to St. Louis (St. Louis Arch and Six Flags) or Branson (all-American vacation destination and Silver Dollar City). The students will be provided transportation to and from the locations via buses, shuttles and vans, that accommodate seven to thirty people each, depending on the group size and time of the week. More cultural assimilation will be performed through various activities on campus that involve local students staying on campus during the summer, as well as programs involving members of the local community. All of these activities will be organized by the Office of International Affairs and Education staff members and local volunteers. 

A significant part of the introduction to American culture will be delivered during a homestay during the last days of the students’ stay. Suggested dates for the homestay are August 2-4. During these dates, the students will be placed in host families’ homes over the weekend and follow the schedule and activities planned out by the families. Partnerships with local churches and other groups are to be created in order to locate and confirm the families willing to take 1-2 students for the suggested weekend.

Following the regular two-week program, the students are invited to participate in an optional four-day visit to Washington D.C. with the Office of International Affairs and Education staff. This program will introduce the students to the seat of American government, and provide guided visits of some of the most famous sites in the United States. Visits will include the U.S. Capitol, the White House, the Supreme Court, the National Mall including Smithsonian museums and the presidential monuments. The cost of this optional 4-day, 3-night program is $600, including airfare, lodging and entrance fees. Meals are not included. 

Program Details:
Dates: 2-week program: July 20 through August 4, 2009
Lodging and Board:

The students will stay in the new, state-of-the-art Copley Quad dormitory (on-campus housing) with two to three students per room. Full board will be provided for the length duration of the program; meals will be served at Park University cafeteria three times per day from Monday through Saturday, and two times per day on Sundays. The last days of their stay (August 2-4), the students will be placed in a homestay (pending availability) that will include full room and board provided by the families.

Activities:

Activities will be scheduled during weekdays and weekends; however, students will have free time to explore Parkville on their own. Students can expect one field trip or activity per day.
Transportation:

Group transportation will be provided to and from the airport, to a local shopping center (weekly), and to places of interest, as planned. During the homestay weekend, the families will be responsible for all transportation. 

Application:

Submit a completed Student Information sheet for each applicant, along with $100 deposit per student and a $500 housing deposit for the group no later than June 15, 2009. Full payment must be received by July 1, prior to the beginning of the program. 
Pricing: 
2-week program: $2,000.00 per person. This price does not include airfare to and from Kansas City from country of origin, visa or insurance.

Optional Washington, D.C. trip: $600 per person (meals not included).
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