Psychology/Sociology Department Meeting
Monday, February 02, 2009

Minutes

Participants:  Brian Cowley, Chair, Tricia Cardner, Renee Dahlquist, Ande Johnson, Dennis Kerkman, Jean Mandernach, Teresa Mason, John Noren, Kevin Payne, Linda Waxse, Heather Zeng.

Meeting called to order at 2:02 p.m. by Brian Cowley

Announcements:

· Due to faculty cuts the following faculty has been terminated:  Chuck Tillman, Don Chezik, and Margo Fallon.  Margo is now teaching as an Adjunct and hopes to teach online.

· Mathew Kanjiranthinkal resigned the end of December, 2008.

· Jean Mandernach will be the Psychology Program Coordinator until the end of the year.

· Heather Zeng will be attending a California Counseling Conference the end of this week

Minutes:
Motion:  Minutes of December 1, 2008 approved as written



Vote:  Unanimously approved

Should full-time faculty be able to teach any class in their department?

Brian shared that the Provost Office is keeping track of full-time faculty who have been approved to teach courses.  The discussion indicated that some full-time faculty was approved for all of the courses at the time of hire and some faculty was approved after.  Brian has asked all faculty members to email him the courses they are qualified to teach.
PS407 online format


Heather Zeng is developing this course.  Discussion and suggestions were as follows:

· Textbook
Use as an orientation tool

No textbook to help defer costs to students

Overload – enhance experience

· Currently 3-6 credit hours – introduce 1-2 credit hours course

· Not all online classes are 8 weeks

· One credit hour = 45 hours

· Military issue of deployment

· One section for 1,2,3 credit hours

· Overload – 24 total hrs. – total the students in 1,2,3 credit hours and divide by 3

· Flexibility would be a good advertising tool

· Extra load could be an issue for full-time faculty at this point.  

· Combination of Psych and Sociology students

PS341 Core Assessment and Rubric


Linda Waxse is developing this course. Should be ready to offer this summer.

Suggestions:

· Move rubric to a 3x3

Critical Thinking – Effective Communication – LL

· Take out analysis

· Competency

Meets expectation should be the minimum requirements

Competency 2, 1, 0


Heather suggested viewing the video by Mihaly Czikszentmihalyi as part of the TED conference.
Certificate for Wounded Warrior College


Brian Cowley shared that there are some limitations such as the certificate has to be 12-18 hours, however, if it is over 12 hours then it has to be approved by North Central. Suggested courses for the certificate are:


Positive Psychology


Intro to Guidance and Counseling


Military Sociology


Social Psychology


Adult Development and Aging


Cross-Cultural Psychology


The Study of the Family 


Sociology of the Life Course 


Military Sociology


Sociology of Conflict, War and Terror


Learning and Motivation, Abnormal Psychology, and Systems of Psychology were later deleted from the list.


It was suggested to have a set of core requirements then allow students to choose from a menu of other courses.  


The following will be the courses for the certificate:


Core Classes:



Positive Psychology



Introduction to Guidance and Counseling


Electives:


Choose one of the following two courses:



Social Psychology



Cross-Cultural Psychology


Choose one of the following two courses:



Military Sociology



Conflict, War, and Terrorism

Certificate for Methodological Skills


Suggest menu options

Letters of Recommendation for distance students.


Brian shared that distance learning students are having a difficult time receiving letters of recommendation.  Part of the problem is that some of their instructors are adjuncts.  Ande Johnson stated that all letters of recommendation need to be factual because of legal ramifications.  It was suggested that students participate in the Online Club where there would be more interaction.  Also requesting letters sooner rather than later would help.
Other business


There will not be a meeting on February 16th due to the holiday.

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Renee Dahlquist, Administrative Assistant

