Psychology/Sociology Department Meeting
August 13, 2009

Minutes
Present:  Brian Cowley (Chair), Patricia Cardner, Renee Dahlquist, Andrew Johnson,  Dennis Kerkman, Tracy Klasing, Jean Mandernach, Teresa Mason, John Noren, Kevin Payne, Heather Zeng.

Meeting came to order at 8:20 a.m.

Brian Cowley welcomed everyone to the first departmental meeting of the new academic year.  Since this was Tricia Cardner’s first faculty conference, everyone introduced themselves and shared their educational specialty and the number of years with Park.

Agenda:

Career Counseling Course - Presented by Tracy Klasing
Tracy passed out information regarding a Career Counseling Course which included a core assessment.  It would be a 300 level course.

Discussion:

· Have this be a special topics course the first year

· Develop as an online course

· Good fit for a Social/Psych degree

· Adjuncts would need to have a background in psychology, theory, and counseling.  It could also work for someone with a Human Resource degree.
· Pre-req would be 101

Motion:  Career Counseling Course accepted as a full course, not as a special topics course.

Vote:  5 approved, 4 disapproved

Motion is passed.

Brian asked everyone to review and share comments of the core assessment within the next two weeks.  Tracy will work on a course description also within the next two weeks.

Advising guidelines, communication tool, and university enrollment presented by Kevin Payne.


Advising guidelines – The department needs to prepare a document with advising suggestions and guidelines to be sent to campus centers.


Communication tool – Kevin is working on getting an updated email list of all fulltime faculty, adjuncts, and other departmental personnel.


University enrollment – Last year the university’s enrollment as a whole dropped 11%.  However, enrollment in psychology remained the same and enrollment in sociology increased.  Psychology and Sociology courses made up 10% of all courses offered.  Teresa Mason shared that once the GI bill is passed, enrollment will go up.  The GI bill not only will provide a book and housing allowance, but it also requires that there be at least one face-to-face class.  Brian also shared that campus centers are open to have either a BA or BS in general Psychology.
Stipulation of the number of courses that can be developed
Motion:  The Department decides how many courses can be developed.

Vote:  Approved unanimously.

Online courses
Motion:  The Department decides if the course can be a 16 week online class, not CDL.

Vote:  Approved unanimously.

Other business
Heather Zeng shared that airline frequent flyer miles can be shared, so the Department may want to consider getting a credit card and pool the frequent flyer miles.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 a.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Renee Dahlquist, Administrative Assistant.

