Psychology/Sociology Departmental Meeting
October 7, 2009

Minutes

Present:  Brian Cowley, Andrew Johnson, Dennis Kerkman, Kevin Payne, Jean Mandernach, Patricia Cardner, Heather Zeng, Renee Dahlquist

Absent:  John Noren, Teresa Mason, Linda Waxse

Meeting came to order at 3:00 p.m.

Announcement


Brian Cowley announced that Student Affairs and Student Life bought “Student Voice”.  If you would like to view the program, contact Eric Blair to receive a password.
Agenda Items:

1.
PS303 


Brian Cowley announced that PS303 Career Counseling and Development was passed by the Chairs Council.

2.
1 Year and 3 Year Departmental Goals

· Comprehensive exam

· Explore options of Counseling and Experiential Masters Degree

· Support the stand alone Research Center.  Kevin Payne is working on a grant

· New courses

· Sports Psychology – Developer, Tricia Cardner

· Psychology of Gender – Developer, Jean Mandernach

· Environmental Psychology – Developer, Heather Zeng

3.
MA131


Math Department wants to raise the requirements for the entrance exam and increase the difficulty.  They are seeking departmental approval.


After discussion, the department would like to have more information regarding the following questions:
· Would the intermediate class be a PK class?

· What is the course number and description?

· What are the specific changes?

· Have they done a comparison with other institutions?

4.
LE – 2 Psychology and 2 Sociology


Motion:  Psychology LE courses would be PS101 and PS121



   Sociology LE courses would be SO141 and SO208


Motion unanimously approved.

5.
LS300


Tabled – no comments

6.
Reducing Sociology Degree from 45 to 42 Credits by Dropping PS/SO301


Motion:  Reduce Sociology Degree from 45 to 42 credits by dropping PS/SO301


Discussion



Faculty was unhappy with this decision; however, this is prompted by the Administration.


Vote:
Approved – 4



Nay – 1


Abstention – 1


Motion is passed.

7.
Other business

· Jean mentioned that the Facebook and Twitter has been successful.

· Congratulations to all who worked on the newsletter.

Meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Renee Dahlquist.

