Department of Psychology/Sociology Meeting
Tuesday, January 19, 2010

Present:  Brian Cowley (Chair), Andrew Johnson, Dennis Kerkman, Kevin Payne, John Noren, Jean Mandernach, Heather Zeng, Renee Dahlquist (Administrative Assistant)

Absent:  Patricia Cardner, Teresa Mason, Linda Waxse
Meeting came to order at 9:30 a.m.

Agenda:

I.
Research Symposium


There will be a Park Symposium in March.  The faculty was asked to start grooming their students to participate.  

II.
PS206 and 402 textbook overlap


The textbook was removed from the approval list for one of these classes, however, faculty who have used it in their previous classes apparently do not check the approval list.  Better communication to the faculty is needed.

III.
Textbook approvals


Brian shared that there is a push for all campus centers and online to choose one textbook for a course to be used for the entire year.  Each campus center would have the option to choose their textbook.  Campus centers are looking at the textbook that is being used online so that their students could also the same.  Brian felt that the Parkville campus may have more of a problem with this because the home campus has more than one instructor for a given course.  In this instance, it may have to be chosen by the department.  This idea would help defray costs for both the university and students.

An alternative would be to use I-Chapter which offers the first chapter free to the student and then consequent chapters’ fee is approximately $8/chapter.


National Social Science Research also offers E-Book as another alternative.   


Another idea is to use more online articles instead of a textbook.
IV.
Work Study


Rebekah Purvis is our work study.  In order for her to fulfill her honor scholarship, she is required to work a certain number of hours.  Please feel free to use her.

V.
Program Competencies


BA in Psych there are 9 competencies.  Ande suggested that it is time to update them.  Brian asked the faculty if there are any competencies that are not being covered.  Kevin will email the list of all competencies to the faculty.  This issue will be discussed at the next meeting.

VI.
The Provost would like the department to evaluate the 5th program “Theories and Methodology” and consider dropping it.


Please email Brian with your rationale to keep the program.

VII.
Other Spring Departmental Focuses

-Department server space

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.

The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 5, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. (CST) in the Board Room.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Renee Dahlquist.

