Psychology/Sociology Departmental Meeting
December 2, 2009

Minutes

Present:  Brian Cowley, Andrew Johnson, Dennis Kerkman, Kevin Payne, John Noren, Teresa Mason, Linda Waxse, Jean Mandernach, Patricia Cardner, Heather Zeng, Renee Dahlquist

Meeting came to order at 3:00 p.m.

Agenda Items:

I.
End of Course Evaluation


Kevin Payne recapped what the Senate is doing on this subject.  The Senate would like to see a shorter, more focused instrument, more of a self assessment.  The new instrument would consist of 5 sections with 5 questions per section. The sections are as follows:

1. Student self evaluation, i.e. what I have learned; student grade expectation

2. Items regarding course material

3. Questions regarding the instructor

4. Mode related questions

5. Gen Ed questions

Brian Cowley shared that the Dean is pushing to have the evaluation in paper form by the end of the Spring session.  Online students could email their evaluation to Renee Dahlquist.  The concern is the percentage of online students that would actually do the evaluation and what the motivation would be.  
II.
John Noren’s Contract Renewal


The process of faculty contract renewal starts with the collection of positive and negative comments from the other department’s faculty.  These comments are then sent to the Dean.  The faculty member is rated on collegiality. Please forward your comments regarding John Noren to Brian Cowley.
III.
FOO (Faculty Online Observation) Score


There have been concerns regarding the principles of the FOO scoring. The evaluations are made up of 40 points:  20 points from FOO and 20 points from the department.   Some of the principles include: personalization and introduction.  The department feels some of the expectations are too high and time consuming.  The outcome can also cause morale issues.  Even though this may be a good evaluation process, there could be some suggested revisions brought up to the FOO committee. 

IV.
Other business


Brian Cowley thanked everyone for their contributions this semester.  Our enrollment continues to be up for this department.  12% of all enrollments are in Psy/Soc. 

Have a happy holiday!

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Renee Dahlquist, Administrative Assistant.

