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Prvonka ENDOWED SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship was created by Dr. Ruthana Donohue to honor Dr. Bill Pivonka for the
positive impact on her life he had as her teacher. “I can't imagine what my life u;ouici have been
without Dr. Pivonka! For financial reasons, [ had never planned to attend college so when Park
provided the necessary assistance, I was thrilled...but totally unprepared to decide a2 major. Dr.
Pivonka's dedication and enthusiasm for chemistry convinced me, somewhere around the first
day of classes, that chemistry was THE academic home 1 needed. And when 1 graduated from
Park and still didn't know just where I fit into chemistry, he helped arrange a graduate fellowship
that eventually led to my career in biochemistry. Ev;n though grant writing and publishing were
primary expectations, I always placed high emphasis on quality teaching, never forgenting the
difference one excellent teacher Mc in my life,

“In my junior year when I totally exhansted all financial resources and my parents were
not willing to sign for a student loan, in spite of his young family and own financial stresses, Dr.
Pivonka co-signed a loan so that I could continue. For this I will be forever grateful.. .and 1
would note that the final installment in this Joan was paid just as I was defending my Ph.D. thesis
and T promised ot that time I would someday find a way to honor the man who truly opened that

door for me in more ways than one, 1know that my story is just one of many who were inspired



and assisted by this man's dedication to all that is Park.”

Donor Information

Dr. Ruthann Donahue is a 1964 graduaie of Park College. Upon graduation, Dr. Donahue
pursued and completed a masters of science in chemistry and a doctorate in biochemistry at the
University of Massachusetts in Ambierst. During this time, she also served as a NASA trainee
and National Science Foundation (NSF) pre-doctoral fellow for the chemistry and biochemistry
departments,

After completing her doctorate in 1969, Dr. Donahue worked as a junior scientist for
three years in the Department of Experimental Therapeutics as Roswel] Park Memorial Institute
in Buffalo, New York. Moving cross country to the west coast, she took a position in 1973 with
the Department of Biological Chemistry at the University of California, Schoal of Medicine in
Davis, Calif., as an associate research biochemist [ Dr. Donahue then joined the University of
North Texas where she served as assistant professor, associate professor and professor in the
biclogical sciences, both at the Fort Worth and Denton campuses. She retired in 2002 as the
director of Women’s Studies at the University of North Texas, Denton.

Dr. Donahue is the recipient of more than 12 grants and is honored in Who's Who in

American Men and Women in Science and Who's Who in America.






