
Ahoy, Park Pirates! 
Shiver me Timbers, but it’s almost International Talk Like a Pirate Day! 
Don’t be a landlubber – be shipshape and use Pirate Lingo on Friday, 
September 19.   Enjoy the Pirate Booty at each of the Park University 
campuses, me bucko, and Fair Winds! 

Arr ­­ Pretty much anything. Filler for most conversations. 

Ahoy ­­ "Hello!" 

Avast! ­­ "Hey!" Could be used as "Stop that!" or "Who goes there?" 

Belay ­­ Stop that. "Belay that talk!" would mean "Shut up!" 

Bilge! ­­ Nonsense, or foolish talk. The bilges of a ship are the lowest parts, 
inside the hull along the keel. They fill with stinking bilgewater ­­ or just 
"bilge." 

Blimey! ­­ An exclamation of surprise. 

Booty ­­ Loot. 

Briny deep ­­ The ocean. Probably no pirate in all history ever used this 
phrase, but don't let that stop you, especially if you can roll the R in "briny"! 

Bucko ­­ Familiar term. "Me bucko" = "my friend." 

Cap'n ­­ Short for "captain." 

Davy Jones' locker ­­ The bottom of the sea. 

Dead men tell no tales ­­ Standard pirate excuse for leaving no survivors. 

Dog ­­ A mild insult, perhaps even a friendly one. 

Doubloon ­­ A Spanish gold coin. At different times, it was worth either 4 or 16 
silver pesos, or "pieces of eight." 

Fair winds! ­­ Goodbye, good luck!. 

Feed the fish ­­ What you do when you are thrown into the sea, dead or alive. 

Gangway! ­­ "Get out of my way!" 

Grub ­­ Food.



Grog ­­ Generically, any alcoholic drink. Specifically, rum diluted with water to 
make it go farther. 

Handsomely ­­ Quickly. "Handsomely now, men!" = "Hurry up!" 

Jolly Roger ­­ The pirates' skull­and­crossbones flag. It was an invitation to 
surrender, with the implication that those who surrendered would be treated 
well. A red flag indicated "no quarter." 

Keelhaul ­­ Punishment by dragging under the ship, from one side to the 
other. The victim of a keelhauling would be half­drowned, or worse, and 
lacerated by the barnacles that grew beneath the ship. 

Landlubber or just lubber ­­ A non­sailor. 

Me ­­ A piratical way to say "my." 

Me hearties ­­ Typical way for a pirate leader to address his crew. 

Matey ­­ A piratical way to address someone in a cheerful, if not necessarily 
friendly, fashion. 

Pillage ­­ To raid, rob, and sack a target ashore. 

Pirate ­­ A seagoing robber and murderer. Contrast with privateer. 

Shark bait ­­ (1) Your foes, who are about to feed the fish (q.v.). (2) A worthless 
or lazy sailor; a lubber who is no use aboard ship. 

Shipshape ­­ Well­organized, under control, finished. 

Shiver me timbers! ­­ An expression of surprise or strong emotion. 

Sink me! ­­ An expression of surprise. 

Smartly ­­ Quickly. "Smartly there, men!" = "Hurry up!" 

Swab (noun) ­­ A disrespectful term for a seaman. "Man that gun, ye cowardly 
swabs!" 

Swab (verb) ­­ To clean something. Being put to "swabbing the decks" would be 
a low­level punishment for a disobedient pirate. 

Walk the plank ­­ A piratical execution. The victim, usually blindfolded or with 
bound hands or both, is forced to walk along a plank laid over the ship's side, 
to fall into the water below. 

Yo­ho­ho ­­ A very piratical thing to say, whether it actually means anything or 
not.


