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EDUCATION  
Doctor of Nursing Practice, University of Missouri, Columbia MO 
 
Master’s in Nursing Education, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln NE  
 
Bachelors In Nursing, Midland Lutheran College, Fremont NE 
 
 

LICENSURES & CERTIFICATIONS 
Kansas/ multi-state Registered Nurse / Kansas State Board of Nursing   

September 2021 
 
Critical Care Knowledge Professional RN, AACN              September 2021  
 
 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
Park University, Assistant Professor, Assistant Chair of Nursing Department    
Dr. Summer Masters, Chair of Nursing Department  January 2021 to 

present 
 

 
College of St. Mary’s, Adjunct Professor    Spring 2016 
Jenny Kolker, Coordinator for BSN Studies 
 
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Adjunct Professor    2012 to 2016 
Jeri Brandt, Director for MSN Studies   
 
 

CLINICAL EMPLOYMENT  
Children’s Mercy Hospital, Pediatric ICU, Assistant Director of Nursing 
        April 2019 to December 2020 
 
Children’s Mercy Hospital, Pediatric ICU, Clinical Education Coordinator II 
        February 2017 to April 2019 
 
Overland Park Regional Medical Center, Pediatric Unit and Pediatric ER, Charge Nurse 
        May 2016 to February 2017 
 
Children’s Hospital and Medical Center, NICU Clinical Education Specialist,  

2011 to 2016 
 
UNMC Physician’s Ambulatory Care, Educator  2010 to 2011 
 

 



Children’s Hospital and Medical Center, PICU staff nurse, Clinical Education Specialist  
        2002 to 2011 
 
 

 
HONORS, AWARDS, and MEMBERSHIPS  
 
March of Dimes Excellence in Nursing Award Winner   2006 & 2009 
 
American Association of Critical Care Nurses    2009 to present 
 
Greater Kansas City American Association of Critical Care Nurses 2016 to present 
Board member       2018 to present 
 
Association of Nursing Professional Development   2016 to present 
Heartland of American Chapter (Local ANPD)   2017 to present 
 
American Organization of Nursing Leadership   2019 to present 
 
American Association of Nursing     2002 to present 
 
Missouri Organization of Nursing Leadership   2019 to present 
Committee Member 
 
Sigma Theta Tau International     2010 to present 
 

 
TEACHING ACTIVTIES  
Undergraduate Courses Taught 
NUR 335 Adult Health I and Lab (6cr), Spring   2021 
 
NUR 320 Fundamentals of Nursing Lab (4cr), Spring  2021 
 
NUR 101 Clinical Instructor (6cr), Spring    2016 
College of St. Mary’s 
 
3100 Nursing Theories (3cr) Instructor, Fall & spring   2012- 2014 
Wesleyan University 
 
3010 Professional Communication (1cr), Fall &Spring,  2013 to 2015 
Wesleyan University 
 
Graduate Courses Taught 
5050 Concepts and Theories (3cr) Instructor, Winter  2015 
Wesleyan University 
 
5100 Transcultural Nursing (3cr) Instructor, Spring  2015 
Wesleyan University 



 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE  
 Research/ Evidence Based Projects 
 
Project Title: Parent Involvement in Bedside Rounding in the PICU 
Role: Principal Investigator 
Dates of Project Period: June 2008 to December 2010 
 
Project Title: CHG Bathing in a Level IV Neonatal ICU 
Role: Investigator 
Dates of Project: September 2014 to 2017 
 
Project Title: Neuroprotective Care in a Level IV NICU 
Role: Investigator 
Dates of Project Period: May 2014 to September 2016 

 
Project Title: NGs and reduction of NEC in the NICU 
Role: Investigator, Coordinator 
Dates: May 2015- September 2015 
 
Project Title: STEPP-In Quality Improvement Project CHND 
Role: Site Coordinator, Investigator 
Dates: October 2014- September 2015 
 
Project Title: Program Evaluation of a PICU orientation using basic knowledge 
assessment 
Role: Principal Investigator 
Dates of Project Period: January 2019- December 2019 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS  
Jessica Fitzgerald and Nicole Nazaruk, March 2015, Neuroprotective Care in a 
Level IV NICU,  Advanced Practice Nurses’ 2015 Conference, Academy of 
Neonatal Nurses, Chicago Sheraton Hotel, Chicago IL.  
 
Jessica Fitzgerald, Nicole Nazaruk, and Chelli Westengaard, April 2015, 
Neuroprotective Care in a Level IV NICU Poster presentation, State of the Art 
Nursing Conference, Nebraska Medicine, Omaha NE 
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